150    DECLINE OF LIBERTY IN ENGLAND

I must, however, in this book, confine myself
as much as possible, to the condition of modem
England.   Given   a   country   like   England   with
ancient and deep-rooted traditions of liberty, there
is  very little  danger   of  liberty being   seriously-
injured by any majority rule, for any majority is
ex hypothesi English, although we must, of course,
allow for the Calvinistic training of the Welsh and
Scots which is, on this point, alien from English
ideas.    There   is,   however,   every   chance   of   a
fanatical  minority,  or  even  a   cynical   minority,
fiercely attacking   liberty.   Let  us,  for  instance,
take the question of intoxicating liquors.    On the
one hand we find a number of fanatics like the
members of   the United Kingdom Alliance, who
seem set on treating all their fellow-citizens as if
they were less responsible than children, while on
the other hand we see the brewers who, having cast
aside all principles of liberty by the establishment
of their tied-house system, are naturally indifferent
to the liberty of the publican on the one hand and
of their customers on the other.   The brewers have
not, as a rule, shown themselves possessed of much
political sagacity;  but during the last few years it
has probably dawned on some of them that a general
policy of prohibition would lead to so much secret
drinking  that   the   demand   for   beer  would   be
ultimately increased.

It would be amusing, if it were not so tragic, to
find how strongly the delusion still prevails in this
country that we are suffering from a merciless
majority who must be restrained by schemes like
proportional representation. The fact is, however,